Add Definition on Mobile Food Vendors to CRMC 17.16. Definitions

Mobile Food Vendors: A business that sells food or beverages from a movable vehicle,
cart, or trailer. The unit is not permanently affixed to the ground and is capable of being
moved from place to place. This includes food trucks and food carts that typically require
health department approval. Vendors that exclusively sell pre-packaged food items (such
as ice cream trucks) and are exempt from health department permitting may be excluded
from this definition, unless otherwise specified by local regulations.
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New Code Section

CRMC 17.48.160 Mobile Food Vendors

A. Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to provide guidance on mobile food vending

within the city limits, promote the city’s vision and values, allow mobile food

vending as a special amenity, and protect the health and welfare of residents and

visitors.

B. Permit Required. An approved permit for use of mobile food facilities must be
obtained from the Building and Planning department prior to any mobile food facility
operating within city limits. The permit type shall be based on the intended activity:

1. Event Permit — For mobile vendors participating in approved city-sanctioned
or private special events.

2. Site Permit- For vendors seeking to operate at a specific location on a
recurring or stand-alone basis (not associated with a special event). Site
permits may have more detailed requirements and associated costs.

C. Application Requirements. The following requirements shall be addressed on forms

provided and maintained by the city, and at a minimum shall include:

1.

Name, signature, phone number, email contact and current business address of
the applicant.
Information on the food vehicle to include year, make, and model of the vehicle
and the vehicle or trailer’s license plate number, if applicable.
The intended location of the mobile food unit, subject to locational limitations
set forth by the city of Castle Rock.
A photo or drawing of the proposed mobile food unit, showing the business
name.
An indication of whether awnings are proposed. Awnings shall be no less than
eight feet above ground level.
The proposed hours of operation, unless written authorization from all
neighbors, shall in no case extend past ten (10) p.m. or begin before six (6) a.m.
Provide proof of license/permit approval requirement shall be met within thirty
(30) days of approval of a mobile food unit license by the city of Castle Rock.
However, no mobile food unit shall locate or operate within the city until such
applicable city, county and state licenses have been issued as well as approval
from the following agencies:

a. Cowlitz County Health and Human Services Department

b. Washington State Department of Labor and Industries



C.

Other applicable license/permit approvals associated with the proposed
business operations

8. Proof of insurance in an amount designated in the most recent adopted Castle

Rock fee schedule. Proof of insurance shall designate the City of Castle Rock as

a named insured when mobile food units are conducting business on city

property.
9. If operating on private property, written consent from the property owner is

required.

D. General Requirements.
1. Operators of mobile food facilities must:

a.
b.

Have a valid business license within the city.

Have a valid operating permit from the Cowlitz County Health and
Human Services Department.

Operators must pay all appropriate fees set forth by the adopted City fee
schedule, including an annual Mobile Food vendor license fee.

. Mobile food units stationed on public rights-of-way using external

signage, bollards, seating, or any other equipment not contained within
the unit shall not reduce or obstruct the sidewalk to less than five feet.
Vendor shall obey any lawful order of a police officer to move to a
different permitted location to avoid congestion or obstruction of a
public way or to remove the unit entirely from the public way if necessary
to avoid such congestion or obstruction.

No power cable or equipment shall be extended at grade across any city
street, alley, or sidewalk.

Any exterior lighting used by the mobile food unit shall be designed and
placed in such a manner that it does not result in glare or light spillage
onto other properties or interfere with vehicular traffic. Lighting shall be
directed in a downward manner to minimize light pollution.

. Exterior, freestanding signs shall conform to Chapter 17.82

The food truck shall be kept in good repair, and free of graffiti.
No portion of the mobile food vending unit may be used as sleeping
quarters.

2. Trash and Other Waste:
a. The mobile food vendor shall leave the site clean each day, including

picking up all trash and litter within 100 feet of the mobile food vending
unit.



b. Trashreceptacles notintended for customer use shall be screened from
public view and securely covered.

c. The mobile food vendor shall install and maintain an adequate grease
trap in the mobile food vending unit.

d. Grease shall be properly disposed of per adopted Washington State
health regulations.

e. Wastewater generated by the mobile food vending unit shall be disposed
of in a proper manner and documented.

E. Allowed Locations.

1.

Mobile food vending may be allowed on city-owned properties approved
pursuant to either a city contract or a special event permit.
Mobile food vending may be allowed in designated curbside food zones as
established and on file with the City, vehicles may be parked within one foot of
the curb in these designated zones.
Mobile food vending units shall be located at least 100 feet from an existing
eating and drinking place except when the legal owner of the eating and drinking
place provides written permission for the vendor to be located closer. Distance
shall be measured using the shortest possible straight line from the closest edge
of the mobile food vending unit to the closest edge of the restaurant building.
Prohibited Locations: Mobile food vendors may be allowed within the prohibited
areas if approved as part of a special event permit. Unless a special event permit
is obtained, mobile food vendors shall be prohibited in the following areas:
a. Innoinstances shall a mobile food vendor block orimpede passage of
any pedestrian, bike, or street right-of-way.
b. Any residential zones or the abutting rights-of-way
City rights-of-way, unless a right-of-way permit is obtained from the City
of Castle Rock
d. Private streets
e. Parking areas, unless it can be demonstrated that minimum parking
requirements for the primary use(s) served by the parking area are met on
site.

F. Frequency.

1. Mobile food vendors operating under a Site Permit may operate up to fifteen
(15) days per calendar year and no more than three (3) consecutive days,
unless otherwise authorized by the City.



2. Mobile food vendors operating under an Event Permit are subject to the dates

and locations approved as part of the permitted event and are not limited by
the fifteen-day annual cap.

G. Revocation. A mobile food vendor, permitted pursuant to this chapter, may have its
license revoked, suspended, or denied if the city finds:
1. The vendor has violated or failed to meet the terms of this chapter or other
applicable sections of the municipal code or conditions of approval; or
2. The mobile food vending unit operation is detrimental to the surrounding
businesses or to the public due to either appearance or conditions of the unit.



